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El Pecado Fingvard "The Sin” located in Ribera Sacra, Spam

Raul Perez 1= a study in contrasts. Curions. Courteous. Pensive. Gregarious. He is intensely serious
about his work, but doesn’t talee himself too seriously. He 15 deeply commitied to getting it right, but
entirely unafraid of failure. He believes that wine i1s made in the vinevard, but 1s undeterred from
trying a multitude of strategies to find that vinevard’s voice.

As a winemaker, Raul’s mission is to capture all potential from each site he works with. There are

many talents who grew up with vines, who innovate, who study intently the world's wines and their
making. Faul has this and more; an uncanny knack for knowing what a vinevard needs and how to
treat that vinevard’'s grapes once in the winery to achieve their greatest expression.

As aperson, he is a magnet. A simultaneously formal and informal web of friends and business
associates links hum to people in his village, throughout Spain and the world. Many of these
friendships and associations have led to collaborations. Evervone seems to want to know what Raul
thinks, and if it means better wine, he is not afraid to tell them. Now, finding himself suddenly in an
international spotlight, his already large “tribe™ grows daily.

Baul Perez was born in 1972 in Valtuille de Abajo in the Northwest of Spain, into the family that owns
Bodegas Castro Ventosa, the largest owner of Mencia plantings in Bierzo (75 hectares). Raul grew up
here, developing his ideals and passions, and continued to work at the family winery through the 2003
harvest. He also holds a position as winemaker at Tilenus, a “full time” job that covers all his material
basic needs, allowing him, without financial fear of mistakes, to continue to push the envelope to
somefimes uncomfortable limits on his own wines.

Though his commitment to “no compromse” makes him simultaneously controversial and popular,
this attide 1s not bourn out of lack of respect or reverence, but rather the opposite. Baul Perez is
intensely driven to be the conduit of amazing wines. It 15 not a refusal to compromise, but a lack of
acceptance that settling for something less than zenith is even an option.

Bodegas v Vifiedos Raul Perez produces extra linuted, handerafied, arfisanal wines from varieties such
as Albarifio, Mencia, Bastardo, Prieto Picudo and Godello from the Northwestern DOs of Spain and
are imported into the USA by Ole Imports.
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